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Renata Fernández’s exhibition Shadow-Banned in a Time of Monsters offers a deeply affecting meditation on the politics of visibility, the brutality of contemporary humanitarian crises, and the quiet persistence of care. Across drawing, painting and installation, the Venezuelan-born artist explores how violent imagery—especially those documenting the genocide in Gaza—circulate, disappear, and haunt our digital and emotional landscapes.
The exhibition takes its title from Antonio Gramsci’s observation: “The old world is dying, and the new world struggles to be born: now is the time of monsters.” For Fernández, this phrase captures the moral collapse of our current moment—a time when atrocity is both hyper-visible and algorithmically obscured.
At the centre of the exhibition is My Social Media Feed in Ink (2021–ongoing), an expansive series of over 200 ink drawings meticulously based on images drawn from the artist’s own social media feed. These small, square works—initially begun during the pandemic—slowly transform fleeting digital ephemera into hand-rendered witness. The series makes grief tactile and unscrollable. In their intimacy and repetition, they become a form of resistance: against erasure, against numbness, against the false neutrality of the algorithm.
In dialogue with the drawings is a new large-scale work, Artist-Made Shelter for a Man-Made Tragedy Such as Genocide. Part painting, part imagined refuge, the piece constructs a symbolic shelter inside the gallery—a fragile, futile act of protection assembled from images, found objects, and memories. It doesn’t pretend to shield against real-world violence, but instead offers space for reflection, for mourning, and for honouring survival. This shelter suggests that even amid devastation, beauty and dignity persist.
Throughout, Fernández asks: What role can art play when the world is on fire? If it cannot protect, can it at least bear witness? Offer shelter? Sustain memory? Her answer is a resolute yes.
In refusing to look away, Shadow-Banned in a Time of Monsters asserts the power of art not as spectacle or solution, but as a site of conscience—where grief can be held, and where solidarity, however fragile, might still take root.
· Georgia Taylor Aguilar, Curator, ACAVA


Content Warning
This exhibition contains artworks and themes that address war, genocide, grief, and visual representations of violence, including depictions of harm to children. Some material may be distressing. Viewer discretion is advised.
